An Enhanced Plan designation assures eligibility for substantially greater amounts of mitigation funding than a Standard Plan. This means that, after future disasters, California will get federal mitigation grant funding amounting to tens of millions of mitigation dollars for disasters the size of the October 2007 wildfires and hundreds of millions for mitigation after a catastrophic disaster. Only 11 other state plans have such designations.
About the Plan
The 2007 State of California Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan (SHMP or Plan) tells the story of how California has successfully organized to implement hazard mitigation programs to strengthen the state's resilience in the face of future disasters. 1 The Plan describes past and current hazard mitigation activities and outlines future disaster loss reduction goals, strategies, and actions. It provides guidance for hazard mitigation activities, highlighting partnerships among local, state, and federal organizations as well as the private sector.
An overall purpose of the 2007 Plan is to facilitate mitigation planning and actions by state agencies, local governments, private businesses, and citizens. Plan goals are to:
Significantly reduce life loss and injuries; • Minimize damage to structures and property from disasters, as well as disruption of essential human services and human activities;
Innovative features include assessment of new issues such as climate change, levee failures, landslides, and tsunamis, as well as a GIS risk assessment, strategic mitigation action list, and detailed accounts of how OES manages federal mitigation funds.
What is Hazard Mitigation?
Hazard mitigation is sustained action to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to human life and property from natural and human-caused hazards. A "hazard" is an event or physical condition that has the potential to cause fatalities, injuries, property and infrastructure damage, agricultural losses, environmental damage, business interruptions, or other loss.
Hazard mitigation involves making physical changes to communities to permanently reduce risk of disaster losses, whereas, emergency preparedness concentrates on improving readiness to respond to a disaster, such as assembling emergency equipment, food, shelter, and medicine. A generally preferred mitigation approach is to mitigate hazard risk before disasters happen through preventive community design strategies, which keep people and development out of harm's way. It is much easier, cheaper for taxpayers, and less disruptive to normal human activity to prevent disaster damage or destruction through building more wisely in relation to natural hazards.
The 2007 Plan provides a foundation for a variety of public and private sector stakeholders to identify key issues, challenges, and opportunities for making California more resilient and robust in the years to come. During the next three years, OES will be monitoring, evaluating, and updating this Plan. The State will work with a wide variety of public and private sector groups to focus on the implementation of key strategic actions identified in the 2007 Plan. 
